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CHAPTERS FROM THE LIFE OF PREST. BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


THE MORMONS IN THEIR NEW ‘‘GATHERING PLACE.” 


FIRST CELEBRATION. 


FAMINE AND CRICKETS. A STRANGE PROPHECY BY HEBER C. KIMBALL, AND 


A STRANGER FULFILLMENT. 


THE RUSH OF 


THE GOLD FINDERS TO CALI- 


FORNIA. MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS FOR A NATIONAL RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC 
IN 1852. GRAND RAILROAD DEMONSTRATION IN 1854. 


(By Edward W. Tullidge.) 


A Governor (Brigham Young), 
Lieut..Governor, Judges and Legis 
lators for the State of Deseret, were 
duly elected, and all swore fidelity 
to the Constitation of the United 
States. But Congress, instead, saw 
fit to disregard their desire for a State 
organization, and on the 9:b of Sep 
tember, 1850, an act, organizing 
the Terricory of Utah within the fol 
lowing limits: ‘‘ Bounded on the 
west by the State of California; on 
the north by the Territory of Oregon; 
on the east by the summits of the 


Rocky Mountains; and on the south 
by the Ich parallel of north latitude,” 
with t roviso that Congress should 
be at liberty, when it might be deemed 


convenient and proper,” to cut it up 
into two or more Territories, or to at- 

tach apy — of it to any other 
State or Territory. On the 20th of 
the same month, President Fillmore, 
with the advice and consent of the 


Senate,” appointed Brigham Young 


Governor of Utah; B. D. Harris, of 
Vermont, Secretary; Joseph Buffing. 
ton, of Pennsylvania, Chief Justice 
Perry K. Brocchus, of Alabama, — 
Zerubbabel Snow, of Ohio, Associate 
Justices; Seth M. Blair, of Deseret, 
United States Attorney ; and Joseph 
L. Heywood, of Deseret, United States 
Marshal; but Buffington declining the 
office of Chief Justice, Lemue: G. 
Brandebury was appointed in his stead. 
These appointments gave the majority 
of the Federal offices to the people— 
Snow, Blair and Heywood being Mor 
mons. 
The choice of Governor was made 
upon the recommendation of Colonel 
Thomas L. Kane, but President Fill- 
more could not with consistency have 
appointed any other than Brigham 
Young, for though his ecclesiastical 
— might have been objection- 
able to the Government, Congress 


could not wisely have set aside his just 
claime. 


On their side, the Saints sig- 
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nified their grateful appreciation by 
naming the capital of the Territory 
„Fillmore,“ and the county in which 
it was located, ‘‘ Millard.” At 
Fillmore, which is one hundred and 
fifty miles south of Salt Lake City 
the ‘‘State House” was built; an 

there, for some years, the Legislative 
Assembly met; but at a later period, 
the Capital of Utah was removed to 
Salt Lake City. 

Governor Young took the oath of 
office on the 3d of February, 1861; 
and on the 25th of March, he issued a 
special message to the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Deseret, notifying 
them of the action of Congress. On 
the 65th of April, 1852, Deseret was 

officially merged into the Territory of 
Utah. 

Of course, in the founding of Utah, 
there was much that was peculiar to 
the people in their social and govern. 
mental methods; but in nothing were 
they more peculiar than in their judi- 
cial affairs. They did not believe in 

ing to law one with another. The 
took their cases to the High Council 
and the courts of their Bishops, or 
Ward Councils. Their judicial eco- 
nomy was after the patterns of the 
New Testament rather than after the 
patterns of Blackstone. It was this 
which made Mormon rule so obnox- 
ajous to Federal judges and Gentile 
lawyers. Federal judges could not 

ibly find their vocation in a purely 
ormon commonwealth, nor could 


Gentile lawyers reach the pockets of 


the 

The Federal officials arrived in 
Otah in July, 1851. By an uncalled 
for and injudicious attempt to meddle 
with the social and religious peculiari- 
ties of the people, they soon rendered 
themselves unpopular. Being thus 
brought to a condition of social self. 
ostracism, their stay became irksome 
and intolerable, and they accordingly 
accepted the first convenient — 
to resign and retire from the Territory. 

Judges Reed and Shaver, and Seo- 
retary Ferris, succeeded the retiring 
officials, and their intercourse with the 
people was markedly wiser and more 
auodessful than that of their predeces- 
gors. Judges Reed and Shaver soon 
died (the former while on a visit to 
New York), and Secretary Ferris, after 
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publishing an anti-Mormon book, re- 
tired from the United States service in 
Utah. 

The next set of Federal officials, 
Chief Justice Kinney, Associate Jus- 
tices Stiles and Drummond, and Sec- 
retary Babbitt, had a more lengthy 
and important connection with the 
affairs of the Territory. Justice Drum- 
mond became particularly conspicuous 
as a mischief maker, many of the 
more serious governmental perplexities 
and difficulties of the Mormon people 
being popularly accredited to his 
Mep istophelian tendencies. Largely 
through his efforts and representations, 
the uncharitable and bigoted elements 
of the country were brought into ar- 
ray against Governor Young, and Pre- 
sident Pierce was prevailed upon to 
determine his removal from the Gov- 
ernorsbip. 

In 1854, Lieutenant Colonel E. J. 
Steptoe, with about three hundred of 
his regiment, arrived in the Territory 
on their way to California, and to him, 
early in December, President Pierce 
— the Governorship of Utah; 
but a memorial to His Excellency 
headed by Chief Justice Kinney and 
Colonel Steptoe, obtained Brigham’s 
re-appointment as Governor and Su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs. (See 
Chapter XIV.) 


The destitute condition of the Saints 
in their exodus has already been de- 
picted, and such, in a measure, must 
have inevitably been their condition 
during the first seasons spent in a coun- 
try whereColonel Bridger had supposed 
not even a bushel of wheat could be 
raised. Their cro however, had 
been plentiful, but the large emigra- 
tion of their people from the frontiers 
and from Europe, in 1847 and 1848, 
may readily suggest that the products 
of the country raised by the few must, 
at the best, have fallen far short of 
the most primitive necessities of the 
community. 

Then came the desolating crickets 
before the harvest of 1848. Their 
ravages were frightful. Countless 
hosts attacked the fields of grain. 
The — were threatened with utter 
destruction. The valleys appeared as 
tho scorched fire. Famine 


the settlers the face. All 
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swere in danger of perishing. America 


-and Europe were shocked with the 


pect of a whole community being 
oomed to absolute starvation before 


-guccor could be sent, even had the 


benevolent Christian world been dis- 
d to feed the outcast Mormons 
~ its overflowing granaries. 
Then came the manifestation of a 
special providence. Immense flocks 
of gulls came ap from the islands of 


‘the lake, to make “war upon the des- 


troying hosts. Like good angels they 
came at the dawn ; all day they feasted 
upon the crickets. When full they 
disgorged and feasted again. Thus 
the gulls certainly saved the Mormons 


in 1848. They were, indeed, as angels 


sent, and the grateful people treated 
them as such. This incident, along 
with that of the coming of the flock 
of quails to the remnant of the exiles 
from Nauvoo, as they laid sick and 
starving on the banks of the Missis- 


-sippi, will live in Mormon history, to 


be deservedly compared with the feed- 
ing of the Children of Israel in the 
wilderness. 

Even as it was, there was a season of 
famine in Utah; but like as in the 
second famine in 1856, none perished 
from starvation. In both cases the 
patriarchal character of the community 
saved it. As one great family, they 
shared the substance of the country. 
The inventory of provisions in the 
‘Spring of 1849, showed that there was 
only three-quarters of a pound of 
breadstuffs per day in the whole Terri- 


‘tory for each persor, up to the 5th of 
July. It is evident that in all these 


times of famine, as in their exodus 


and emigrations, the Mormons owe 


their preservation to their patriarchal 


and communistic organization, The 


people were put upon rations, Still 


their breadstuffs were insufficient, and 


many went out with the Indians and 


dug small native roots, while some, in 


their destitution, tock the hides of 


animals which covered the roofs ef 
their houses, and cut them up and 


prophecies were 


cooked them. But the harvest of 
1849 was abundant, and the people 
were saved. 

By this time the Mormons in Utah 
were as destitute of clothing and every 
kind of States goods” as they had 
been of food. Now came another 
providential circumstance to help them 
in their time of need. Now came ano- 
ther event which not only gave pros- 
perity to Utah, but a dispensation of 
wealth to the nation, and new States 
and Territories to her dominions. It 
scarcely need be said that this was the 
discovery of gold in Calfornia. 

A happy proph of Heber C. 
Kimball is immor in connec- 
often-told story, which, unlike most 
popular — ‘is singularly true: 

After the return of the pioneers 
from winter quarters to the Valley, in 
1848, bringing with them the body of 
the Church, which had become, du- 
ring the sojourn in the wilderness, 
nearly as primitive in the matter of 
clothing as the Indians, the spirit of 
prophecy rested upon Heber, and, to 
the astonishment of the congregation 
of Israel, and greatly to the provoca- 
tion of their unbelief, he predicted 
that States goods” should be sold 
in the streets of Salt Lake City as 
cheap as in New York, and that the 
people should be abundantly provided 
with clothing. The fulfillment, of 
course, was to be immediate, or the 
prophecy would be worthless. After 
dwelling upon this most blessed Gospel 
news, if true, Heber sat down, and 
the ‘‘spirit went out of him.” 
Then the Prophet doubted his own 
words, and confessed to his brethren 
his fears that he had missed it this 
time.” Yet it was the best prophetic 
hit of his life. Brigham, when leading 
the Mormons from Nauvoo, had made 
a similar prediction, declaring that in 
„five years” they should be better 
off” than ever they had been. Both 

* on some 
coming event then unseen. 


[ro BE CONTINUSD. } 


The soul that steers by faith, in hope and with charity, will be sure to reach 


the haven (or heaven) in safety. 


Man is not moved blindly in the orbit of law like the planets are; but his 


» eonformity or non-conformity is left to his own will. 


— 
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THE REGENERATION AND ETERNAL DURATION OF MATTER; 


BY ELDER PARLEY F. 


PRATT. 


(Written in Prison. ) 
—0 
The Elements are Eternal.” 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 533 


It is impossible for a mechanic to 
make anything whatever without mate- 
rials. So it is equally impossible for 
God to bring forth matter from non- 
entity, or to originate element from 
nothing, because this would contradict 
the law of truth, and destroy himself. 
We might as well say, that God can 
add two and three together, and the 
product will be twelve ; or that he can 
zubtract five from ten and leave eight, 
as to say that be can originate matter 
from nonentity ; because these are 

rinciples ef eternal truth, they are 
— which cannot be broken, that two 
and three are five, that five from ten 
leaves five, and that nought from 
nought leaves nought ; and a hundred 
noughts added together is nothing 
still. In all these, the product is 
determined by unchangeable laws, 
whether the reckoning be calculated 
by the Almighty, or by man, the 
result is precisely the same. 

Here then, is mathematical demon- 
stration that it is not in the power of 
any being to originate matter. Hence 
we conclude that matter as well as 
spirit is eternal, uncreated, self-exist- 
ing. However infinite the variety of 
its changes, forms and shapes ;—how 
ever vast and varying the parts it has 
to act in the great theatre of the uni 
verse ;— whatever sphere its several 

arts may be destined to fill in the 

undless organization of infinite wis- 
dom, yet it is there, durable as the 
throne of Jehovah. And eternily is 
‘inscribed in indelible characters on 
every particle. Revolution may suc: 
ceed — may bloom 
and flourish, and fall again to decay 
in the revolving seusons—generation 


upon generation may away and 
still — may fall 
to ruin, and moulder to the dust and 
de forgotten—the marble monuments 
of antiquity * crumble to atoms 
and mingle in the 


common ruin—the 


mightiest works of art, with all their 
glory, may sink in oblivion and be 
remembered no more— worlds may 
startle from their orbits, and hurling 
from their spheres, run lawless on 
each other in conceivable confusion— 
element may war with element in 
awful majesty, while thunders roll 
from sky to sky, and arrows of light- 
ning break the mountains asunder,. 
scatter the rocks like hailstones, set 
worlds on fire, and melt the elements 
with fervent heat, and yet not one 
grain can be lost—not one particle 
can be annihilated. All these revo- 
lutions and convulsions of nature will 
only serve to refine, purify, and finally 
restore and renew the elements upon 
which they act. And like the sunshine 
after a storm, or like gold seven times 
tried in the fire, they will shine forth 
with additional lustre as they roll in 
their eternal spheres, in their glory, in 
the midst of the power of God. 

When in the progress of the endless 
works of Deity, the full time had 
arrived for infinite wisdom to organize 
this sphere, and its attendant werlds, 
and to set them in motion in their 
order amid the vast machinery of the 
universe, — when first the mornin 
stars sang together, and all the sons 
God shouted for joy, at the grand 
ocoasion of the acquisition of à new 
system to the boundless variety of his 
works, all was pronounced very good. 
The waters, obedient to his word, 
retired within their respective limits, 
and filled with the quickening, or life 
giving principle, which we call spirit, 
they produced living creatures in- 
abundance, and very soon the vast 
deep was found teeming with ani 
life in countless variety, and in regular 
gradation, from the monster Leviathan 
to the shell-fish; or descending down 
the scale of existence to the minutest 


— which is vend to be discerned 
e aid of powerful glasses. The air 


-gwarmed with an almost infinite variety 
of animal life, from the lofty and 
aspiring eagle which soars on high, 
and seems to dip his wing in ether 
blue, to the humming bird which darts 
from flower to flower, and hides itself 
-amid the blooming sweets of spring, or 
descending still, to the puny nations 
of insects which swarm in clouds of 
blue on the summer breath of morn: 
all, all the air seemed life and happi- 


ess. 

The dry land, organized in its own 
proper sphere, presented a surface 
everywhere well watered, abounding 
in springs, streams and rivulets, and 
‘uninterrupted by any of the rough, 
broken, rugged deformities which now 
present themselves on every side. Its 
surface was smooth, or gently undula- 
ting, and delightfully varied, Its soil 
enriched by the dew of heaven, and 
impregnated with the spirit ef animal 
— vegetable life, soon poured forth 
a luxuriant growth, not of noxious 
weeds, and thorns and thistles, but of 
fruit trees, and herbs, all usetul for 
the food of man or animal, fowl or 
oreeping thing. And soon, too, it 
brought forth from its bosom every 
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varied species of the animal race, from 
the ponderous mammoth or the mighty 
elephant, down to the mole; or des- 
cending still in the scale of existence, 
to the smallest creeping thing that 
specks the surface of the rock, or 
— the standing pool with varied 
ife 

Its climate, free, alike from the 
noxious vapors and melting heats of 
the torrid zone, and the chilling blasts 
of the polar regions, was delightfully 
varied by the moderate changes of 
heat and cold which only tended to 
crown the varied year with the greater 
variety of productions. Streams of 
life, and odors of healthful sweets 
came floating on every breeze. This 
earth, so lately a vast scene of empti- 
ness and desolation, burst from its 
solitude arrayed in its robes of splen- 
dor; and where silence had reigned 
through the vast expanse, innumerable 
sounds now retverberated on the air, 
and melting strains of music re echoing 
in the distant groves, stole upon the 
ears of admiring angels, and pro- 
claimed the gladsome news of a new 
world of animated life and joy. 


[TO BE CONTINUED, | 


FORTY DOLLARS FOR THE BOOK OF MORMON, 


In the catalogue of scarce and valu. 
able books on sale by Edward Nash, 
successor td William Gowans, book- 
seller, New York, is a copy of the first 
American edition of — Book of 
Mormon, priced at $40, the notice of 
which is accompanied by the following 


statement— 
A copy of the original edition of 
the ‘Book of Mormon,’ is without 


doubt the scarcest book published in 
the nineteenth century which has 
obtained any kind of reputation. As 
an evidence of this, I have been in 
search of u copy for a great many 
years, and always unsuccessful till this 
copy, here named, came into my pos 
session by accident among a lot of old 
school books, which, by the bye, in 
external appearance, it strongly re- 
sembles, And as further confirmation 
of its scarcity ; on à certain occasion 


Sir Henry Bulwer, the then British 
Minister at Washington, and the 
British Consul came into my book 
repository, 178 Fulton Street, the 
former introducing bimself as such, 
and then introduced his companion 
as the British Consul, adding that 
he had called upon me by recommen- 
dation for the purpose of procuring a 
copy of the original edition of the 
‘Book of Mormon,’ Oontinued he, 
‘I do this at the request of Lord Ma- 
caulay, the ‘historian, who is very 
anxious to procure a copy of it, baving 
learned that the reprints, both English 
and American, had been considerabl 


altered.’ On hearing this story 
immediately expressed my regrets 
as well as fears that it would be im- 


ible to exhume a copy of this 
ook; for of all the volumes that I 
bave handled, seen and sold, and 
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they are millions, I have never seen 
what you ask for. Reprints can be 
easily obtained, but not the original. 
Her Majesty's representative seemed 


greatly ye — at my remarks, 
and said he had made himself certain, 
from what he had been told of my col- 
lection, that he would have nothing 
more to do than call upon me and pro- 
cure a copy of this singular book and 
so gratify my friend Macaulay with 
what he was anxious to procure. I 
offered to make some effort to procure 
a copy, and in the event of being 
successful would not fail to apprise 
him of the fortunate discovery. He 
—— pleased with my promise to 
aid him in procuring him this rare 
treasure. I immediately commenced 
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the search by advertising and writing- 
to various booksellers throughout the- 
country who were likely to have such 
a book, and more particularly to the 
dealers in the village that gave it birth, 
and the surrounding towns, but all 
roved unavailing, so that in all pro- 
ability the great historian, and still 
greater essayist, never had the plea- 
stire of seeing it.— WX. Gowans.” 
The assertion that material altera- 
tions have been made in later editions. 
is incorreet. They are essentially the 
same with the first edition. There 
are a number of the first edition in 
this Territory, bat we do not recollect 
— hearing of one for sale.—Deseret 
ews. 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
— 0 — 


The following important and re- 
markable utterances are given forth 
editorially, in a late issue of the 
Jewish do not know 
in whose hands the Jews would be so 
desirous of seeing placed the land of 
their forefathers as that of just, bene- 
ficient, and liberal England. We 
should not then be afraid of fresh 
colonies of Europeans springing up in 
all directions. Under England's pro- 
tection we should have no fear for the 
safety of the Jews. England has 
proved by her rule over the multifa. 
rious races and religions in India that 
she knows how to govern people of 
different nationalities 2 creeds. 
We could then as warmly advocate 
Jewish settlements in the Holy Land 
as we are now doubtful about their 
sacoess. We sheuld know that the 
Jew would reap where he sowed, and 
that the capital expended in establish 


ing colonies would be quite safe, and 
even prove remunerative. We could 
then trastingly leave history to work. 
out its course in the land which God 
promised to the seed of the patriarchs- 
in perpetuity. If it were the will of 
Providence that such colonies should 
in the course of time result in the 
restoration of the Jewish polity, we 
should hail such a prognostication 
with delight. England, we know, 
would throw no obstacle in the way. 
It would much rather act the part of 
a Oyrus than a Nebuchadnezzar. But 
these events are yet in the womb of 
the future. They are too far off to be 
speculated upon. Thus much we may, 
however, say, the hearts of thousands. 
of orthodox Jews beat high at the- 
bare contemplation of such an event 
as the possession of Syria and Pales- 
tine by England, sending a thrill of 
unspeakable joy through their frames:” 


THE EARTHLY HOME OF JESUS. 


Four miles south of the strong Greek 
— — Sephotis, hidden away among 
hills, then covered from the 

ase to the crown with vine-yards 


basin of rich red and white earth, 
star-like in shape, about a mile in. 
width, and wonderfully fertile. Along. 
the scarred and chalky 


of the 


slo 
and fig-trees, lay a natural nest or Mills cual: 


and lovely village, which, in a land 
where every stone seemed to have a 
story, is remarkable as having had no 
public history and no distinguishable 
native name. No t road led up to 
this sunny nook. No traffic came into 
it, no legions marched through it. 
Trade, war, adveuture, pleasure, 
pomp passed by it, flowing from 
west to east, from east to west along 
the Roman road. But the meadows 
were aglow with wheat and barley. 
Near the low ground ran a belt of 
gardens, fenced with loose stones, in 
which myriads of green figs, red pome- 

anates, and golden citrons ripened 
fa the summer sun. High up the 
slopes, which were-lined and planted 
like the Rhiue at Bingen, hung vin- 


tages of purple grapes. In the plain, 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 


of Israel had ever yet taken note. 
No Rachel had been met and kissed 
into love at this well: no Ruth had 
gathered up the sheaves of barley in 
on fields; no tower had been built 
or observation on this height; no 
camp had been pitched for battle in 
that vale. That One who would be- 
come dearer to the fancies of men than 


either Rath or Rachel then walked 


through these fields, drew water at 
this spring, passed up and down the 
lanes of this hamlet. The place was 
more than obscure. The Arab may 
have pitched his tent by the well, the 
magistrate of Sephoris must have 
known the village name, but the ham- 
let was never mentioned by Jewish 
scribes. In the Bible, in the Talmud, 
in the writings of Josephus, we search 
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among the corn and beneath the mul- | in vain for any records of this sacred 
berry trees and figs, shone daisies, | place, Like its happy neighbors, Nain; 
poppies, tulips, lilies, and anemones, | and Endor, it was the abode of hus-, 
endless in their profusion, brilliant | bandmen and oil pressers, whose lives 
in their dyes. Low down on the hill- | were spent in the synagogue and the 
side sprang a well of water, bubbling, | olive grove, away from the bright’ 
levtiful, and sweet; and above this | Greek cities and the busy Roman. 
vuntain of life, in a Jong street strag | roads. No doubt it had once been 
gling from the fountain to the syna | possessed of either an Arab or a He- 
gogue, rose the homesteads of many | brew name, but we do not know that 
shepherds, craftsmen, and vinedressers. | name except in its Hellenic form. The 
It was a lovely and humble place, of | Greeks called the town Nezaret or 
which no poet, no ruler, no historian | Nazareth.—Hepworth Dizon. 


Kur Strraigut on Your Course.—Keep straight ahead. The curve line 
may be tbe line of beauty, but it is better to be able to walk a crack than de- 
scribe a circle. The man who can walk ina straight line may be all right, but 
he who can only walk in a cycloid curve is assuredly all wrong. This injuno- 
tion concerning your pbysical peregrinatton applies as well to your spiritual 
itinerancy. Are you slandered? Keep straight on in your course and let 
backbiting die the death of neglect. hat is the use of lying awake nights 
brooding over the remark of some false friend, that runs through your brain 
hike lightning? What is the use of getting into a worry and fret over gossip 
that has been set afloat to your disadvantage by some meddlesome busybody 
who has more time than character! The thing cannot possibly injure you, un- 
less indeed you take notice of it, and in combating it give it standing and 
character. If what is said about you is true, set yourself right; if it is f 
let it pass for what it is worth. If a bee sting you, would you go to the hive 
to destroy it? Would not a thousand come upon you? It is wisdom to say 
little respecting the injuries you have received. e are generally losers in the 
eud if we stop to refute all the backbiting and gossipping we may hear by the 
way. These are annoying, it is true; but not dangerous, so long as we do not 
stop to expostulate and scold. Our characters are formed and sustained by our- 
aol ves, by our own actions and purposes, and not by others. Value what you 


know of yourself more than what others may think of you. Character is mora 


than reputation, and the approval of your own honest conscience is a thousand- 
fold more valuable than the commendation of acommunity. But you can have 
both. Live for God’s approval and your own proper commendation, and that 
of your friends will surely follow. 5 


| 
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THE GREAT APOSTACY. 

TuHE religious condition of the world is one of the questions in which all are 
interested, for all men are more or less religious. The fundamental ideas of 
religion are the same everywhere, (i. e. the recognition of a Supreme Being, 
the disposition to conciliate or offer worship to him, and the expectation of 
being recognized or benefitted by this worship). The practices which grow out 
of these ideas are varied and continually changing ; some have been imposed 
by force, some are the results of tradition, and some are the outgrowth of 
intense conviction ; some are the result of national policy, some of grandly 
organized non-governmental effort, and others are strictly local, and may-be 
only individual and unique. 

Tue great religions of the world claim most attention by virtue of the im- 
mensg infinence which numerical strength almost invariably gives, but the 
smallest successful organization possesses this feature in common with the 
largest, both are dependent upon the inherent tendency of man towards reli- 
gious life, and both are dependent for that influence, more upon the amount of 
truth which they possess—trath which ministers to a necessity of man’s orga- 
mization—than to the errors which may be interwoven therewith. Moham- 
medanism, Buddhism; Judaism, Christianity, and Fetichism, constitute in a 
general sense the religions of the world, yet each in almost endless diversity of 
form, doctrine and practice, ministers to the chameleon character of the whole. 
Doubtless these several religions are productive of much good, and it is not 
improbable that the great Ruler of the nations, in the economy of his benefi- 
cence and providence, so orders the results of each as to subserve his own 
designs, and accomplish the purposes of his infinite wisdom. 

Christendom, however, assumes to itself a peculiar position,—it asserts that 
it alone is in possession of that religion which in its essential nature is calcu- 
lated to save, redeem, and exalt mankind ; it asserts that this quality is inhe- 
rent in itself, by virtue of the fact, that it is the product of Infinite mercy and 
_ wisdom, that it was revealed from the heavens, that Jesus of Nazareth was the 
Son of God appointed as the medium for this revelation, and that in the Sacred 
Books, we have in historic detail, written and handed down from age to age, 
by the special interposition of divine inspiration and effort, all the principles 
of religious faith and practice necessary for the salvation of a world. 
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It is net our disposition to do more at present, save to accept the unanimous 
conclusion, and follow it to some of its legitimate results. Wherever organiza- 
tions or individuals secede from their acknowledged standard, theirs is a condition 
af apostacy. Wherever an Englisman lives in habitual violation of the laws of 
his country, and gives fealty to the ruler of another nation, that man, in point 
of fact, ceases to be an Englishman. Wherever a man of any nationality 
voluntarily or by reason of tradition becomes separated from his mother country, 
that man is in a condition of apostacy. The member of any Lodge or organiza- 
tiot, whether of a social, charitable, commercial, or other character, who 
ignores its fair and honest claims, or who may repudiate and violate the laws 
of that with which he has been identified, and yet professes to respect its 
authority, is either a fool, or knave, or both. When Henry the Eighth repn- 
diated the authority of the Roman Catholic Church, and established another, 
he was in a conJition of apostacy, and was rightfully subject to the pains and 
penalties which such apostacy implied. When John Wesley and his followers 
seceded from the Established Church, they became apostates, and were no 
longer entitled to the benetits derivable from association with that church 
which they had abandoned ; and when one after another the several seceders 
from the Methodist body declared their intentions and carried them out, they 
lost all the prestige and benefits which such association was intended to give, 
they were practical apostates, even when they incorporated some of the princi- 
ples belonging to primitive Methodism in the system which they established, — 
they were still apostates. 

And the argument is tangible when applied to primitive Christianity; if that 
was revealed from heaven through Jesus, and written as ‘‘ The Gospels” by its 
inspired servants, then by special providence these were handed down from 
age to age, as containing a system of religious faith and practice; or whether 
this is true or no, every system now extant among men, which swerves or 
varies from the authorized or unauthorized original, is in a condition of com- 
parative and absolute apostacy, so far as that system is concerned. The Holy 
Catholic Church, the Established Church of England, the varied Wesleyan 
Methodist organizations, with every other who may have sprung from them, or 
who may claim original existence, no matter how influential or unknown, how 
wealthy or how poor and despised, how highly educated in their ministers and 
congregations, or bow manifestly ignorant, or devoid of educational or religious 
oulture; all, all are by comparison fairly entitled to the appellation of apostate 
organizations, not only as regards their secession from their predecessors, but 
in a greater and more serious sense, as having departed from the great Charter 
and law known and recognized as the Gospel, and written, in a Book to which 
they all profess to give unqualified assent. 

It is presumable that in an intelligent system, all its laws, ordinances, etc., 
are meant for good—are productive of benefit or blessing, and by the same 
rale all such ordinances, when violated or suspended without adequate autho- 
rity, demand a penalty or revoke a blessing. Those who are apostates from 
any system of man’s device, certainly forfeit all claim to its supposed advan- 
tages, much more when men apostatize from that which involves the interests 
of two worlds—of both lives, the life that now is and that which is to come,” 
ate they apostates in name and fact. It cannot be controverted that in the 
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religions system as established by Jesus, there was an ordinance called Bap- 
tism,—an ordinance to which he submitted, an ordinance which he commis- 
sioned his Apostles to perpetuate, an ordinance which was faithfully accepted 
by the primitive believers, an ordinance which involved its special mode, ita 
special subjects, its special purpose, its special blessing, and special authority, 
Now can those who neglect this ordinance (like the Quakers and Friends), have 
any claim to that which was to result from obedience? If the ordinance is 
administered to improper subjects, can those subjects be in any way benetited 
by obedience? If the mode and subject are both foreign in character to the 
design of the ordinance, can its purpose be subserved? If neither mode, sub- 
ject or design is taken into account, can those engaged accept or receive the 
blessing? If the mode is right, the subject proper, the purpose understood, 
the blessing desired, will all this avail if the administrator is disqualified or 
unauthorized 1? 

There was an ordinance among the primitive béllovens called the “‘ laying 
on of hands”; this ordinance was also established and practised by those who 
were intelligent, and it was practised for an express purpose. Could or can 
those who dissent or apostatize from this or the preceding principle expect or 
have any claim to special blessing associated with special practice, if the practice 
is ignored? Can such persons expect the results belonging to a special system 
and order without obedience? Can a man expect the special benefits peculiar 
to English Institutions, if he is a subject of France, and as a necessity of his 
condition only entitled to that for which he lives? There were certain signs” 
to follow the obedient believers in the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Can the simply 
obedient believers of any other system expect the signs to follow them which 
were peculiar to something altogether different? A system like the Gospel had 
of necessity an organization adapted to its purposed end. If God estab ished 
that Church, gave to it its organization, and did this for a special purpose; 
can man expect to realize all the advantages of the substance without possessing 
even the shadow? Can man invent that which is calculated to compete with 
or supersede in its several features that which is divine? Can man expect. 
results from his limited wisdom, commensurate with the product of infinite 
wisdom, order and design ? 

All these questions admit of but one answer, the Church of England for- 
feited the advantages of association with the mother Church, the Methodists. 
forfeited the advantages of association with the Established Church when they 
seceded ; all who followed their example forfeited that which could be given. 
when they changed their base, and become hostile or opposed to that which 
they had previously declared to be their standard; Christendom, Apostate 
Christendom, individually and en masse, priests and people are righteously de- 
prived of the blessings of Primitive Christianity, of the Primitive Gospel, of 
its signs, of its power, of its organization, and of its salvation, so long as they 
prefer their own systems, or man-made systems, to that which is authorized—to 
that which is divine; and inasmuch as they anathematize, disfelluwship and 
refuse to recognize as their followers those who so secede, who do vivieuce to 
and supersede the Institutions which they professed te sustain—or which they 
may have voluntarily abandoned; so will Jesus disfellowship aud refuse to 
recognize all those who have apostatized from or refuse to practice the prinei- 
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ples which he established ; those whom he will accept will be the uncompro- 

mising advocates of his claims, of his ordinances, of his Gospel, of his. 
promised blessings and signs, and subject themselves to that organization 
which he approves ; all others no matter what their pretensions, their feelings, 

their experience, their position or name, must and are subject to be classed with 

and pay the fearful penalty which was decreed should befal those who trans- 

gressed the laws, changed the ordinances, and broke the everlasting covenant ;” 
they are not, cannot be Christian, they belong unitedly to and must be included 
in, The great Apostacy ! ” I. V. 

ARRIVAIS.— With the S. S. Montana, on Thursday night, August 9th—Elder 
Orson Pratt arrived from New York and Salt Lake City, having left the latter 
city July 18th. Brother Pratt is in England to superintend the republication 
of The Book of Mormon,” and The Book of Doctrine and Covenants” ;. 
the preparatory work for this purpose has engaged brother Pratt’s attention for 
some time previous to his leaving Salt Lake City. The Book of Mormon will 
be divided into verses, and its value enhanced to the student, by ample marginal 
references ; it will also be printed in larger type than other editions, so as to 
facilitate the reading of the same. 

This able and indefatigable servant of God is heartily welcomed to the shores. 
of England, on this his seventh visit, and all the Saints will pray that he may 
be as successful in this mission as in those that are past; hosts of thousands can 
testify to his diligence, faithfulness and devotion from experience, and the 
present mission, although not specially one for preaching, is yet fraught. 
with interest to the Saints here, to the Saints at home, and to mankind at 
large ; the publication of the revelations of the Almighty as given in the 
Book of Mormon, and as given in the Book of Covenants, through the 
great Prophet of the nineteenth century—Joseph Smith, is an event which, 
although held in derision by tne world is yet set for the rising and fall of 
many“; by them shall many come to a knowledge of the truth, and by them 
also shall many be condemned. 

The young missionaries who arrived at the same time were J. F. Parry, W. 
J. Lewis, Thos. F. Howells, W. N. Williams and Lorus Pratt ; the latter isa 
son of brother Pratt, who has been in the missionary field in the Eastern States 
for near two years; all the brethren feel well, are in good health and fine. 
spirits, and anxious to do good, this anxiety they will have abundant opportu- 
nity to cultivate among the ancient Britons” where they are appointed to 
labor. H. W. N. 


APPOINTMENTS.—Elder J. F. Parry is appointed to labor in the Liverpool 
Conference, mainly in North Wales, for the present. 

Elders T. F. Howells, W. N. Williams, and W. J. Lewis are appointed to 
labor in the Welsh Conference, under Prest. Sam’! Leigh. 


— 


Noricz.—Any one being in possession of the whole or any portion of 
MILLENNIAL Stak issue between the years 1860 and 1869, which they would 
dispose of, would eblige by communicating with H. W. Naisbitt, 42, Islington, 
Liverpool, 
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CONFERENCE MINUTES. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 543. ] 


2 p.m. 

Choir sang—‘‘ The time is nigh,” etc. 
Prayer by Elder Nibley. Choir sang, 
„Sweet is the work,” etc. 

Elder O. H. Riggs addressed the 
Conference upon the necessity of the 
Saints having the Spirit of God to 
discern the truth, and to go on even 
unto perfection. Spoke of the desire 
of mankind to obtain happiness. We 
are told to seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness,” with the 
promise that all other things shall be 
added unto us. Those who so seek 
receive the Spirit of God, the fountain 
of intelligence, and become heirs by 
keeping the commandments; being 
baptized for the remission of their 
sins, and having hands laid upon them 
for the gift of the Holy Ghost—this 
right comes through obedience to law. 
Admonished those who had not yet 
complied with the law of God to do 
so, and thus receive a testimony for 
themselves. 

Elder S. L. Richards referred to the 
remark made by the Savior, ‘‘ Search 
the Scriptures,” which shows the nar- 
row way leading to eternal life, and of 
the few who were to find it. The 
Saints may be few in comparison with 
the world, yet they are in that narrow 
path, having faith in God, believing, 
repenting, and carrying out the doc 
trines of Jesus Christ, being immersed 
for the remission of sins, as the Eu- 
nuch was by Phillip, Cornelius by 
Peter, aud Paul by Ananias; having 
hands also laid upon them for the gift 
ef the Holy Ghost. Spoke of the 
kingdom of God being established 
again upon the earth, and quoted the 
words of the Prophet, that God would 
do nothing except he reveals it to 
his servants the Propbets.” Spoke 
aiso of our belief in the true and 
living God, who could eat with Abra- 
ham and wrestle with Jacob, and who 
revealed his Gospel to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. 

Elder C. W. Nibley desired to be 
directed in his remarks by the Spirit 
of God. There are many doctrines 
taught by the Church of Christ which 


appear strange to the world ; yet, al- 
though the principles of the Gospel 
might appear simple and foolish, he 
could testify to their truth. Showed 
the folly of man’s teaching when con- 
trasted with the Saviors. Pointed 
out that the Saints of old received the 
Holy Ghost, but now the world think 
they can get along without it. There 
is a curse recorded by the Apostle 
John in regard to ‘‘ those who shall 
take from or add to the word of God; 
God shall take away their part from 
the book of life, and out of the holy 
city.” Pointed ovt that the preachers 
of the day explained away the bap- 
tism of the Savior in Jordan 
(although he went down into, and 
came up out of the water,) by repre- 
senting him as standing on the brink 
of the Jordan, near to the water; and 
in speaking of the manner of the 
ministers of the day spiritualizing 
away the ordinances of the Gospel of 
Jesus, gave an amusing account of a 
Dutchman who could account in the 
same way for many of the miracles 
recorded in the Bible, enumerating 
several as not being exactly in, but near 
to—not in the water, but near to, and of 
the three Hebrew children not being 
exactly in the fire, but near to the fire, 
and consequently not burned, etc. He 
then referred to the Priesthood of God, 
showing that it belonged to every one 
who was ordained, and not to Presi- 
dent Young and the Twelve alone. 
Showed that unless we believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, unless we do his 
will, unless we forsake our sins and 
live in purity of heart, we cannot be 
saved in the kingdom of God; bat if 
we go and put the Lord to the test, 
by trying to serve him and do justly 
to all men, then through being bap- 
tized and keeping his commandments, 
we shall gain a knowledge of the truth. 
Spoke of the restoration of the Gospel 
by a holy angel, also of God’s judg- 
ments being poured out upon Babylon, 
and of the angel crying, ‘‘ Come out of 
her, O ye my people.” Spoke of the 
present fear in men’s hearts, even 
the great men of the earth; desired 
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those who had not yet obeyed the 
Gospel, to lay aside prejudice, al- 
though some might say out upon the 
Mormons,” the same as the Jews said 
of Jesus, Oruoify him.” 

Elder D. McArthur spoke of the bles- 
sings of the Lord in the preservation 
of his Saints during all their persecu- 
tions and drivings from Ohio, Missouri 
and Illinois, and the preservation of 
his people in the wilderness ; spoke of 
the calling out of the Nauvoo Legion 
to fight the battles of their country, 
when driven from their homes and 
lands; showed the blessing of the 
Lord over his people, cansing the once 
barren desert to blossom as the rose; 
referred to the visit of the quails when 
the Saints were driven on totheprairies; 
and to the grasshoppers, and gulls sent 
to devour them, as evidence of God’s 
blessing and power; spoke also of 
the blessing of the Lord over his 
Saints, when the great war was 
raging between the Northern and 
Southern States, in his preserving the 
Saints—through being refused State 
rights;—spoke of the increase of the 
cities and villages of Utah, and bore 
a strong testimony as to Joseph Smith 
being a Prophet of God, and Brigham 
Young bis legal successor, and the man 
to lead the Israel of God. 

Elder W. W. Galbraith, Prest. of the 
Manchester Conference, said he rose 
to say a few words on behalf of the 
kingdom of God,—quoted the words 
of Peter, that ‘‘no prophecy of Scrip- 
ture is of any private interpretation,” 
also quoted Isaiah—‘‘To the law and 
to the testimony, and if we speak not 
according thereto, it is because there 
is no light in us.” Showed that this 
was atest for the world. The Saints 
believed the Old and the New Testa- 
ment—referred to the saying of Jesus, 
that the kingdom of Heaven suf- 
fered violence, and that the violent 
should take it by force“ referred to 
the apostacy and departure from the 
faith—also of the restoration of the 
Gospel by an holy angel, and of its 
being preached ‘‘as a witness to all 
nations,” prior to the end,—in fullfill- 
ment of the words of Jesus ;—xsaid the 
Saints were willing to be judged by 
the Scriptures, and pointed out that 
all nations were to be deceived and 
worship the Beast, those whose names 
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were not written in the Lamb’s Book 
of life”’—referred to the saying of the 
Prophet, ‘‘ without vision the people 
perish.” Did not believe in any pri- 
vate interpretation of Scripture, buat 


took it to mean what it said: these 


were the words of Christ: whoso- 
ever climbed up any other way the 
same is a thief and a robber”; and as 
Paul states, though we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other Gospel, 
let him be accursed”; Jesus says, IH 
ye love me keep my commandments.” 
Exhorted the Saints to be faithful and 
gather out to Zien, and the strangers 
to investigate the truth, and get a tes- 
timony through obedience. 
Benediction by Elder J. Steele. 
p.m, 

Choir sang, Who are these arrayed 


in white,” etc. Prayer by Elder S. L. 


Richards. 

Choir sang, Hail to the bright- 
ness,” etc. 

Elder H. W. Naisbitt expressed his 
satisfaction for the privilege of testify- 
ing to the Gospel of Christ, said that 
success in any educational direction, 


depended upon fidelity to, and 


thorough comprehension of, first 
principles ; when these were mastered 
the pupil ccovld proceed to more ad- 


vanced principles and ideas; stranger 


nonbelievers must be as obedient here 
as the Saints had been, then they also 


could be taught as the Saints had been 


taught. The Saints have great ambi- 
tions—these are the results of revela- 
tion and inspiration, giving compre- 
hension of the past, present and the 
futare; the Gospel ministered to all 
legitimate ambition, but it had its own 
processes, its own method, its own 
spirit, and its own life; those who 
yield themselves to these must and will 
attain to the stature of men and be 
fitted for the exaltation of the celestial 
kingdom. Urged those who were not 
afraid of that discipline, instituted by 
infinite wisdom, to seek for the right- 


eousness of the Gospel and kingdom. 


of God. 
Elder Miner, addressing the Con- 


ference, stated that enough had been. 
said to-day tosave mankind, (sufficient. 


to save if they would obey) every son 
and daughter of Adam; yet few there 


are who understand; it is through the 


| 
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iniquities of man that the face of God 
is hid from his children. Showed that 
it is the duty of the Elders to point 
out the sins of mankind, and their real 
position before the Lord. He then 
went on to explain the principle of 
faith, the power of faith being that by 
which worlds were framed and the 
‘violence of fire stopped; it is the 
power by which God acts; it is also 
the power of the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Showed how Christ was bap- 
tized to fulfill all righteousness — 
righteousness which is simply obedi- 
-ence; he is righteous who obeys the 
-commandments of God. Showed how 
the Saints have to be educated in wis- 
dom, power and understanding, and 
the necessity of gathering together to 
make them fit subjects to dwell with 
-our Father in heaven. Showed the 
proneness and tendency of the world 
to fulfill the words of the prophecy, 
that they should have strong delu- 
#ion,” and that they should ‘‘seek to 
those who peep and mutter,” and 
pointed out that many spirits had gone 
out into the world—spirits which 
‘would deceive, if possible, the very 
elect. Showed that the Saints were 
‘fighting against principalities and 
power and wickedness in high places,” 
and also fighting against the hosts of 
fallen spirits, yet encouraged the 
Saints to be faithful and not to be 
discouraged ; illustrated the position 
of the Prophet Elijah when the armies 
of Israel came against him—God sent 
his angels to protect him, who were 
‘more numerous than his enemies. 
Pointed out the ultimate triumph of the 
‘Gospel, and that this through faith and 
the power of God will make all other 
powers subject to bis Saints and ser- 
vants. Some ask the question, Can- 
not we be saved without gathering to 
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Zion?” It is the faithful in all things 
who will obtain the celestial kingdom, 
Showed the necessity of gathering to 
Zion, to go iato the Temple of our 
God, and pointed out that the man 
without the woman was not perfect in 
the Lord —the sealing ordinances and 
its principles can only be carried out 
in Zion, as given to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, ordinances by which husband 
and wife ure bound together, not 
until death do them part,” but unto 
endless lives; children are sealed to 
nts, the contract is not until death, 
ut for eternal life,—and for end- 
less lives ; to be crowned as kings, and 
to build up a kingdom over which th 
can rule and reign worlds without — 
Choir sang— We thank thee, 0 
God, for a Prophet,” etc. 
Benediction by Prest. Mellor. 
Prest. Mellor thanked the Saints and 
strangers for their attention, and com- 
plimented the singers (who really 
deserved it), for their efforts aided 
materially in forming avery interesting, 
united, and enjoyable Conference. 
The choirs had combined from Rams- 
bottom, Over Darwen, and Liverpool, 
the whole was assisted by brother 
Barton and family, from Bolton, (in 
the Manchester Conference,) „bo not 
only sang during the meetings, but in 
the hours of intermission saug some 
very sweet and chaste pieces of their 
Own selection. The Elders were libe- 
rally entertained by brother and sister 
Baldwin, of Orrell, for which they are 
entitled to our warmest thanks; may 
their kindness be repaid a hundred- 
fold, and may Liverpool have the 
privileges of Conference renewed in 
the days to come, so new life and 
strength may enter into and make sume 
of “these dry bones live. 


UTAH NEWS. 
— — 


From the Deseret Nets: 


SunsTroxes.—Ten cases of sunstroke occurred in Salt Lake City, July 20th, 
all of which terminated fatally. A gentleman was bringing a dozen chickens in 
from his place, in the suburbs, in an open wagon. Ten of them overcome with 
the heat, turned over upon their backs and expired. 


A New Serrizment.—We learn that a new settlement has been formed, 
About twenty miles above Allen’s Camp, on the Little Colorado River, by Bro- 
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ther Tenney and a few families. The location is a beautiful one, but it will 
require considerable labor to convey the water upon the land. 


SonOO0L Hooss.—A new brick school-house is in course of erection in Big 
Cottonwood Ward. It will be 28 feet wide by 56 feet long, and the ceiling will 
be sixteen feet high. There will be eight large windows in it. The rock foun- 
dation is already in and the bricklaying will be commenced immediately. 


Tae Hearep TEAM. — In the north the thermometer rose to 10 in the shade 

at Logan, (July 20:b) and in the south to 110° in the shade at St. George and 102 

at Tokerville. In the central portion of the Territory it does not appear to have 
been so warm, as 94% was the highest marked at Fillmore during the day. 


Small Frourr.—Brother Thomas E. Jeremy, of the 26th Ward, has u repu- 
tation for raising splendid vegetables and small fruits, he lately exhibited to us 
some very fine guoseberries, large and well flavored. They were the Roaring 
Lion,” Crown Bob” and Rough Red” varieties. He also raises excellent 
large red currants. 


„ Uprisine.”—A short time ago the country was flooded with lying reports 
that there was an ‘‘ uprising” among the people of Utah. Governor Hartranft 
came to Utah on a visit, and at once had to start back from this peaceful Terri- 
tory to Pennsylvania, to aid in quelling an actual ‘‘ uprising” there. No 
sham about the Pennsylvania affair. 


Coat.—The Union Pacific Railroad Company have run a construction train 
down to the depot in this city. Their purpose in doing so is to build a side 
track and coal sheds. When this is done the Company will throw their Grass 
Canon coal into the market. Having the advantage, in the matter of freight, 
over all competitors, they will probably govern the coal business. 


Logan Tapernacie.—This creditable building is still progressing, though 
not so fast as some time back, as some of the hands have been taken off to 
work on the Temple. The basement story is finished, lighted, comfortably 
‘seated, etc., and the carpenters are now busy over the woodwork of the main 


room, which has galleries on three sides, and which when completed will bea | 


noble room for holding meetings. 


Preasine [ncipent.—The children of the 17th Ward Sunday School pro- 
-ceeded to the residence of Presidert B. Young, (July 17th) and sang some 
deantiful pieces to bim. The musical exercises, led by Prof. A. C. Smyth, 
were excellently rendered. The President was greatly delighted with his 
‘juvenile visitors and their serenade. He received them affectionately and spoke 
to.them touchingly, giving some very good instruction, delivered in a most 
pleasing and attractive manner. 


Deseret Museum.—We were shown some fine fossils, found at a place 
forty-five miles north of Evansten. They were presented by William Beal, 
Eaq., and are now on exhibition at the Museum. There are specimens of 
‘herring, in fine preservation, leaves of flags and trees, a specimen of fruit, 
and a small winged insect, in which the antenno and wings are well seen. One 
‘fossil leaf of a lanceolate shape is as perfect in its venation as it was when it 
fell into the lake to help to form the shales and sandstones of the Green River 
region. 

Meetrna Hovse.—A mass meeting of the members of the 21st Bishop’s 
Ward was held (July 18th) on the public square of that part of the city. The 
attendance numbered between two and three hundred. It was decided that the 
pabiic building to be erected should be a meeting-house, to be built by dona- 
tions. The site for the structure was selected, and the spot was dedicated, 
Counselor W. L. Allen offering the dedicatory prayer. Ground was broken by 
Bishop Burt, and others. To-day, workmen have been engaged in excavati 
for the foundation, and a commencement was made in hauling the materi 


upon the 


| 
| 
| 


groun 


